
 
 
 

 
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 12th February 2016  

 
Traditional Owners vow to fight nuclear proposals ahead of the 
Royal Commission’s draft report 
  
Ahead of Monday's release of the draft report of the Nuclear Fuel Cycle Royal 
Commission, SA Traditional Owners are once again voicing strong opposition to 
proposals for expanded uranium mining and proposals for nuclear waste dumps and 
other nuclear projects. 
  
Sue Coleman-Haseldine, co-chair of the Aboriginal-led Australian Nuclear Free Alliance, 
is a Kokatha-Mula woman from Ceduna and winner of the 2007 Premier's Award for 
excellence for indigenous leadership in natural resource management.   Ms Coleman-
Haseldine said: "I was born on Koonibba Aboriginal Mission in 1951. Atomic bomb tests 
began in the desert areas north of my birthplace in 1953 when I was two years old. First 
at Emu Fields and then Maralinga. I grew up under the Maralinga nuclear cloud. Do I 
want to see my state known worldwide as a nuclear waste dump? No. Do I have the right 
to subject our future generations to a life of nuclear fear? No. Accidents happen, be it at 
a uranium mine or on a nuclear freeway or at a nuclear reactor or a dump site." 
  
Kevin Buzzacott, Arabunna elder and President of the Australian Nuclear Free Alliance 
said:  “We will fight this industry across the country, whether it be the expansion of 
uranium mining or a nuclear waste dump. It is our cultural obligation and responsibility to 
care for our land.  It’s time the government and nuclear industry acknowledge and listen 
to us.  There are and have been so many sick people as a result of this industry.  Why 
has there not been a Royal Commission into the intergenerational health impacts of this 
industry? How will this Royal Commission measure the risks and impacts on culture and 
country? You cannot put a number on these things.” 
  
For comment contact: 
Sue Coleman-Haseldine  0458 544 593 
Kevin Buzzacott  0431 157 747 
 
 
South Australian Traditional Owners say NO! 
Statement from a community meeting held in Port Augusta on Saturday 16 May, 2015 to 
discuss the Royal Commission into the Nuclear Fuel Cycle. 
 
We oppose plans for uranium mining, nuclear reactors and nuclear waste dumps on our 
land.  We call on the SA Royal Commission to recommend against any uranium mining 
and nuclear projects on our lands.  We call on the Australian population to support us in 
our campaign to prevent dirty and dangerous nuclear projects being imposed on our 
lands and our lives and future generations.  Endorsed by members from the following 
groups, Kokatha, Kokatha-Mirning, Arabunna, Adnyamathanha, Yankunytjatjara-
Pitjanjatjara, Antikirinya-Yunkunytjatjara, Kuyani, Aranda, Western Aranda, Dieri, 
Larrakia, Wiradjuri  .  


